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CHICAGO CHAPTER 2022 
OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

The 2022 Chicago Chapter Officers and Directors 
are already hard at work under the leadership of 
our new President, Chris White. 

President – Chris White
J.E.Tomes & Associates
(708) 653-5100 | chris@jetomes.com

Past President - George Mulholland
Raths, Raths & Johnson, Inc. 
(630) 325-6160 | grmulholland@rrj.com

Vice President – Kurt Baron
Infrastructure Systems, Inc. 
(847) 254-3265 | kurt@infrastructure-systems.com

Secretary – Diego Romero			 
Walker Consultants 
(312) 633-4260 | dromero@walkerconsultants.com

Treasurer - Victor Ligocki
McCann Industries, Inc.
(630) 627-0000 | vligocki@mccannonline.com

DIRECTORS
First year director

Peter Nelson
Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.  
(847) 272-7400 | pnelson@wje.com

Sarah Horton	
Berglund Construction
(773) 449-2165 | shorton@berglundco.com

Tyler Bishop
Western Specialty Contractors
(773) 638-5206 | TylerBi@westernspecialtycontractors.com

Serving 2nd of 2-year term

Tom Lavin
Emseal Joint Systems, Ltd. 
(708) 548-0062 | tlavin@emseal.com

Stephen Schmitt	
Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 	
(847) 564-0884 | sschmitt@wje.com

Will Kroncke
WGI
(224) 423-1739 | will.kroncke@wginc.com

LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Having recently returned from the ICRI National 
Convention, I’m inspired by those who dedicate their time 
to the improvement of our industry.  ICRI committee work 
is largely volunteer-based and often requires competitors 
to set aside differences and work towards a common goal.  
It is an aspect of our industry I have always appreciated, 
and I was especially happy to see how many attendees 
were ICRI Chicago members.  Thank you to those who 
have been involved.  If you have not attended an ICRI 

National Convention, I urge you to do so and hope you find it as rewarding as 
so many others have.

At the local level, I have been very proud of our Board’s accomplishments.  
During a season that seems to have kept our entire community busy, they 
have put together great events and have worked hard to provide additional 
education and networking programs through the end of the year.  I look 
forward to our remaining dinner meetings; our annual Seminar, focused 
on the use of packaged concrete repair materials; and our holiday social.  
I’m thrilled that ICRI National will presenting at our Technical Seminar and 
discussing some of the benefits available to our membership that often  
go unseen.  

As always, I encourage you to become involved in ICRI Chicago.  Join a 
committee, apply to become a board member, or just show up to our events 
to network and learn more about a topic that interests you.  Elections for the 
2023 board are quickly approaching.  If you are interested, please reach out to 
a current board member.

Cheers,

Chris White
ICRI Chicago Chapter President 
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It’s not just what we do, but why we do it. 

Combining technical expertise and motivation to bring new life to spaces, BACR delivers 
projects that make meaningful impacts for clients and the built environment. O’Hare Plaza | Chicago, Illinois
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

ON THE MOVEON THE MOVE
NOVEMBER 1, 2022 
Habitat for Humanity
Chicago, IL

NOVEMBER 17, 2022
ICRI Chicago Dinner Meeting
Erie Café
Chicago, IL

DECEMBER 15, 2022
ICRI Chicago Technical Seminar
Concrete Repair Materials and Corrosion Protection
676 E Fullerton Ave.
Glendale Heights, IL

DECEMBER 8, 2022
ICRI Chicago Holiday Party
5 pm to 10 pm
Pyramid Pizza
236 W Lake Street
Addison, IL 60101

Matthew Arnold recently transitioned from WJE and 
joined Walker Consultants as a Project Manager and 
Consultant at Walker Consultants. Matt, a licensed 
professional engineer, brings a wide range of experience 
with existing structures including knowledge in the 
assessment and repair design of building envelopes, 
plazas, parking structures, fall protection, bridges, and 
much more. Matt is a certified drone pilot and also 
joined Walker’s growing rope access team via his SPRAT 
certification which allows them to perform up-close 
evaluations of facades via rope access and without the 
need for a swing stage. Congratulations Matt!

NOVEMBER DINNER MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT

WHEN
November 17, 2022
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM Cash Bar
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM Dinner
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Presentation

TICKETS
$65.00 Entree #1 
Strip Loin Steak
 
$65.00 Entree #2 
Chicken Vesuvio
 
$65.00 Entree #3 
Broiled Whitefish

LOCATION
Erie Cafe
536 W. Erie Street
Chicago, IL 60654

Historic Concrete Restoration
 
Aging twentieth century architecture is increasingly requiring extensive 
concrete repair, with a focus on repairs to prefabricated or poured-in-place 
concrete. For the most successful outcome it is essential that specifiers and 
contractors plan realistically to allow for testing, material development, onsite 
evaluation, and production. We will use case studies to discuss the process and 
to outline both the best practices and common pitfalls, with the goal of giving 
specifiers and contractors the resources necessary to successfully execute their 
next concrete restoration project.

FALL 2022 TECHNICAL 
SEMINAR ANNOUNCEMENT

Join the ICRI Chicago Chapter and our hosts, Western Specialty Contractors, to a day of 
learning, networking, and advancing knowledge in our industry.

This year, the technical seminar will be on the topic of Concrete Repair Materials and Corrosion 
Protection. Pre-packaged concrete repair mortar and corrosion manufacturers and industry 
experts will have presentations and demonstrations on case studies and best practices for the 
preparation, use, and testing of these products.

When: Thursday December 15, 2022 from 7:30AM to 3:30PM with a follow-up networking session
Where:  676 E Fullerton Ave., Glendale Heights, IL 60139
Tickets: $65/person
 
Food and beverages will be provided!

To register, please visit www.icrichicago.org

MacKenna Smith is part of the historic restoration 
team at Henry Frerk Sons, a family-owned Chicago 
building materials supplier that has been serving the 
city’s masonry contractors for over 130 years. Today, 
Henry Frerk Sons is a leading source of specialty 
concretes, mortars and coatings for historic buildings 
across the country.

Ron Sturm is a Lead Petrographer at Jensen Hughes 
who specializes in petrographic analysis of hardened 
concrete, mortar and other hydraulic cement-based 
building materials. Working with teams of engineers 
and materials scientists, Ron applies his expertise and 
30-year+ experience to microscopical and forensic 
investigations of materials used to construct a vast 
range of structures and building products.
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2022 ICRI CHICAGO CHAPTER REPAIR 
PROJECT OF THE YEAR AWARD 

CRITERIA AND ELIGIBILITY:
•	 Repair/restoration must be the major component of the overall project.
•	 The repair/restoration portion of the project must be performed, designed, or supplied by an lCRl Chicago Chapter member. 
•	 Project submitted for consideration must be significantly completed by October 31, 2022. A single phase of a long-term 
	 project may be submitted provided it meets the above completion timeline.
•	 Maximum of one award per individual member or Member Company with multiple submittals.

SUBMITTAL INFORMATION:

Part I (on a single page):
•	 Name of the Project
•	 Name of the Repair Contractor, Architect/Engineer, Material Supplier(s), General Contractor (if applicable)
•	 Owner/Owner Representative
•	 Must include a written permission from project Owner/Client to submit project for the award. This could be in the form of 
	 an email from the Owner/Client as an attachment to the single page.

Part II:
•	 The Name of the Project along with City and State where the Project is located.
•	 Overall repair/restoration project budget and duration.
•	 A written overview/summary of the repair/restoration project not exceeding 300 words.
•	 A written narrative/summary for each category of the aforementioned repair/restoration Project Scoring Criteria not 
	 exceeding 500 words per section OR 2,000 words total.
•	 No less than 6 photographs (8 ½” x 11” maximum size) showing before, during and after photos of 
	 repairs and scope of repairs. Individual photographs may be included under specific narrative sections AND/OR included 
	 as a comprehensive photo log.

NOTE:  All submittal information cannot contain any Company or product information, Company logos or any other 
identifying information except for as required in Part I to ensure judges have no knowledge of Companies or products 
involved. Judges will not have access to the Part I information.

SUBMIT ALL ABOVE TO: awards.icri.chicago@gmail.com no later than December 31, 2022

AWARD AND PROJECT PRESENTATION:
•	 The entrant that has the highest project award submittal score will be presented the lCRl Chicago Chapter Repair Project 
	 of the Year Award.
•	 The project award winners will be contacted in January 2023 by the Awards Committee
•	 The Project of the Year Award winner will receive a 2-page spotlight in the February issue of the Concrete Reinforcer.
•	 The Project of the Year Award winner will present the project during the Chicago Chapter dinner meeting at the next 
	 in-person meeting in 2023. Presenters will receive a complimentary meal.
•	 FREE Foursome and Hole Sponsorship at the 2023 ICRI Chicago-Chapter Scholarship Award Golf Outing and Fundraiser 

Save The Date!
 
 Thursday, December 8, 2022 | 5 to 10 pm 

ICRI Chicago Chapter Holiday Party
Pyramid Pizza, 236 W Lake Street, Addison, IL 60101

ICRI Chicago Project of the Year 2022

Did you work on an interesting, challenging, unusual, or exciting project between 2021 and 2022?

Is this a project that you talk to your peers about all the time? Maybe you are proud of the project, or maybe this is 
one of those that gave you a new gray hair?

Then, whether it is completed or nearly finished, we encourage you to consider submitting your project for the ICRI 
Chicago 2022 Project of the Year Award!

We are looking for all projects of all types: big or small, historic or not, building facades, infrastructure, and 
anywhere in between. We want to hear and see what you are working on and the creative ways you are helping 
maintain our built environment.

Submissions Instructions:
Due Date: 
Submit To: awards.icri.chicago@gmail.com

For eligibility and criteria, please go to: https://icrichicago.org/Outstanding_Repair_Project_Award
If you have any additional questions, please email info@icrichicago.org.
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2022  ICRI  SPRING CONVENTION RECAP
Weather – ITS IMPACT ON CONCRETE AND CONSTRUCTION

By James Masterfield, Bulley & Andrews Concrete Restoration LLC (BACR)

Over the past couple of years networking, building in person business relationships, and in person learning has been a struggle. 
The 2022 ICRI convention broke through that barrier with in-person committee meetings, technical sessions, social events, most 
importantly networking with industry professionals. Whether you are a contractor, supplier, engineer, architect, or just interested 
in concrete restoration this convention is worth every interaction. 

The committee meetings and technical sessions were great. They brought a lot of information on a broader information of our 
industry other than our localized views.  The meetings help promote knowledge in both technical guidelines as well as encourage 
engagement in the development of new products and applications. The different committees range from promoting ICRI in 
membership to education, repair methods, specific concrete repair standards, waterproofing standards, awards, and individual 
chapter growth. One take away that I gathered from the committee meetings was the different perspectives that came from 
people from different professional backgrounds.

The Technical sessions were both informative about products as well as the giving perspectives with different case studies. In the 
restoration world of concrete, every situation brings its own challenges and solutions. The ingenuity of some of the products and 
case studies gave opportunities for all to learn and help with current projects and enhance the capabilities of future concrete repair. 

The expo and social events were a great opportunity for networking. An afternoon of bowling, Women in ICRI’s happy hour, to a 
tour of a distillery and dinner. The social events presented an environment to meet people that you may have never interacted 
with during the normal course of business. Connecting with people from all areas of the country encouraged a much broader 
look at concrete restoration. The business connections that are made are not only pertinent to what we do but also the basis for 
growth of our industry. 

The convention was well worth the time. We were able to hear from both contractors, manufactures, architects, and engineers 
that gave different perspectives of concrete restoration and waterproofing. The committees, technical sessions, exhibits and the 
social events provided a platform for learning, providing expertise for your field, build business connections, and overall help the 
concrete restoration industry expand.  

2022  ICRI  CHICAGO CUBS GAME OUTINGSEPTEMBER CHICAGO CHAPTER DINNER MEETING
On September 16, 2022, approximately 60 ICRI Chicago members and guests got together to watch the Cubs beat the Rockies 
2-1. The hot afternoon sun was a perfect backdrop to catch the game from the Wrigley rooftops, and the unlimited drinks came in 
very handy. New ICRI members, veteran members, and soon to be members all mingled and learned more about each other. The 
game was a quick one though (2 hours!) and a surprise to many who were enjoying their time, food, and drinks. Once the game 
wrapped up, many members went out to the neighborhood bars and continued bonding with their peers. This event was a huge 
success, and we were glad to bring it back once again to our events program after the hiatus from the COVID pandemic. We look 
forward to catching everyone on the next event! 

On September 22, 2022 Chicago Chapter ICRI members and guests were treated two fascinating façade restoration projects in the 
Chicago area.

First up was Stephen Schmitt (WJE) and representatives of Bulley and Andrews Masonry Restoration as they presented the façade 
restoration project at the La Clare apartments, a high-rise continuum-of-care retirement community located in Chicago’s Gold 
Coast neighborhood that was constructed between 2006 and 2009. The building is a 53-story cast-in-place, reinforced concrete 
structure that measures approximately 589 feet tall, has an eight-story podium with parking, a roof terrace at Level 9, and a 
residential tower that rises above the podium is curved in plan on the north and east elevations and stepped in plan on the south 
and west elevations. The facades consist primarily of coated cast-in-place concrete with architectural reveals and window wall 
infills, and there are several tiers of balconies with aluminum and glass railings. WJE and BAMR talked about the ongoing facade 
repair project, which includes concrete crack and spall, facade coating, balcony membrane, and miscellaneous window and 
balcony railing repairs. 

The final presentation was made by Peter Nelson (WJE) and representatives of Bulley and Andrews Concrete Restoration team 
who provided some background on this historic stadium which Soldier Field was constructed in 1924 and is now nearly 100 
years old. As many are aware, in 2003, the stadium underwent a major renovation, but portions of the 1920’s vintage structure 
remained, including the original historic colonnades, concourses and the facade. But did you know that much of the original 
stadium facade is made up of precast concrete elements cast with an exposed aggregate finish? WJE and BACR are currently 
working together to perform an annual assessment and repair program of the historic facade. Ongoing facade repairs consist 
of replacement of full precast concrete ornamental/face pieces, localized precast concrete dutchman repairs and form-in-place 
concrete repairs. The joint WJE and BACR presentation discussed both engineering and construction related aspects of this project 
including: facade condition assessment, trial mix designs and mock-ups, casting precast elements with an exposed aggregate 
finish, challenges associated with the installation of large precast pieces as well as trial cleanings of historic concrete.
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Our biggest event of the year, and this year did not disappoint! On a hot and sunny June 9th, over 200 ICRI Chicago chapter 
members and guests got together for a round of golf and catching up. Raffle tickets were also sold as part of a fundraiser for the 
Leland “Lee” Sizemore Memorial Scholarship that our chapter uses to provide scholarships for College and University students in 
seeking a career in the repair and rehabilitation industry. This year, guests received a Yeti Tumbler with an ICRI logo as a door prize 
to keep the morning coffee nice and hot. 

In addition to the golfing, networking, eating, and giveaways that kept everyone at the edge of their seat, the 2022 Lee Sizemore 
Scholarship Recipients were presented: Congrats to Vinothni Narayan (UofI – Urbana-Champaign) and Joseph Petrucci (Purdue NW)!!!

And finally, we showcased the 2021 Project of the Year and Award of Merit winners (hint hint, submit your best project for 
consideration of the 2022 award and win bragging right for next year amongst the industry!):

•  2021 Project of the Year - Extra Space Storage by Klein and Hoffman and Western Specialty Contractors
•  Award of Merit - 474 N LSD Sealant and Concrete Louver Repairs by BTC and Mark 1 Restoration.

All in all it was a great time and we cannot wait for the next outing!
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We are looking for volunteers! Interested in becoming more involved? Join a committee! Please 
go to www.icrichicago.org/Committees and click on the committee you want to sign up!

Awards:  Responsibilities include managing Project of the Year competition and marketing.  Other responsibilities include 
recognizing speakers at dinner meetings, Seminar, and various special events.

Communications:  Responsible for networking within Chapter, with national, and with other industry organizations.  Also 
responsible for maintaining website.   

Membership:  Responsibilities are to devise and implement ideas to increase membership.  Committee is also responsible 
for attending various functions, trade shows, special events, etc. to promote our ICRI mission. 

Programs: Responsible for identifying desired topics and qualified speakers, and securing venues for the 4 dinner 
meetings. 

Publications:  Responsibilities are to create and publish our quarterly “Concrete Reinforcer” magazine.  Committee is also 
responsible for soliciting advertisers for the publication.

Seminar:  Responsibility for identifying qualified speakers, securing a venue, and coordinating a full-day educational 
seminar. 

Social:  Plans, manages, and markets social events including golf outing, summer social outing, and holiday social outing. 

Scholarship / Student Outreach:  Responsibilities are to create criteria, an application, and a contact list of universities 
to distribute our annual scholarships to students.  Also responsible for contacting universities to promote participation in 
our industry.
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Thomas Laird
President

LS Contracting Group Inc.
5660 N. Elston
Chicago, IL 60646

tlaird@lscontracting.com
773-406-7094 mobile
773-774-5660 fax
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koske@advpolytech.com
(630) 631-1556
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101 N. Hickory Avenue 

Arlington Heights, IL  60004 

(847) 706-9230 

MM Systems, Inc. - Expansion Joints 

APT Qualideck - Deck Coating 

Evonik - Concrete Sealers  

 

 

RATHS, RATHS & JOHNSON, INC.
A NATIONAL ENGINEERING, ARCHITECTURE, AND FORENSICS
CONSULTING FIRM THAT PROVIDES INVESTIGATIVE, DESIGN,

REPAIR, AND TESTING SERVICES FOR STRUCTURES,
ENCLOSURES, AND MATERIALS.

ENGINEERING
ARCHITECTURE
+FORENSICS

HIRE YOUR EXPERT TODAY | VISIT RRJ.COM | 630.325.6160

Steve Messer 
Sales Representative
Phone: 815-751-7792
smesser@euclidchemical.com

Michael Weber 
National Business Development 
Manager
Phone: 224-297-0848
mweber@euclidchemical.com

JOIN OUR ORGANIZATION
ICRI chapters operate independently with their own leadership 

and regulations. However, only National ICRI members are eligible 
to join a local chapter. You can visit the ICRI national website for 

information on joining the organization and designating the 
Chicago Chapter as your local chapter.  

 
Visit www.icri.org/page/Join_ICRI  

for more membership information. 



tremcosealants.com

BILL SHUTA Sr. Sales Rep
219.241.8266

MARCIN EJSMONT Sales Rep
773.875.7788

FASTER, SMOOTHER PROJECTS, 
WHATEVER THE CONDITIONS

QUICK TURNAROUND

COLD WEATHER INSTALLS

EXTREME DURABILITY

VERSATILITY

VULKEM® EWS with PUMA TECHNOLOGY u

 

 

 

 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 
⚫⚫ Self-Performing ⚫⚫ Full Service ⚫⚫ Interior/Exterior Remodeling 

⚫⚫  Alteration ⚫⚫  Tenant Build-Out ⚫⚫  New Construction 
 

SPECIALTY RESTORATION 
⚫⚫ Self-Performing ⚫⚫ Full Service ⚫⚫ Masonry/Terra Cotta Repairs 

⚫⚫  Structural Concrete ⚫⚫  Caulking/Waterproofing 
⚫⚫  Exterior Coatings ⚫⚫  Parking Garage Structural Repairs 

⚫⚫  Plaza and Roof Deck Renovations 
 

 

                      Contact: Thomas Laird                                                 P: (773) 774-1122 
                         tlaird@lscontracting.com                                            F: (773) 688-0804 

  www.lscontracting.com 

CHICAGO
200 W. Wrightwood Ave.
Elmhurst, IL 60126
Phone: 630.530.9600
Fax: 630.333.1203

CINCINNATI
10852 Millington Ct.
Blue Ash, Ohio 45242
Phone: 513.489.6710
Fax: 513.489.7237

INDIANAPOLIS
4330 Hull St., Suite 300
Indianapolis, IN 46226
Phone: 317.542.8400
Fax: 317.542.8500

MILWAUKEE
N 49 W 13545 Campbell Dr.
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051
Phone: 262.781.0799
Fax: 262.781.0730

Visit www.icrichicago.org/LinkedIn_Job_Posting


