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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

NOV	 Virtual Technical Seminar (FREE) 
12	 Topic: External Strengthening of 
	 Concrete using FRP – Applications 
	 and Installation Best Practices	
	 Event Starts 2:00 PM
	 Duration:  2 hours

17	 Virtual Dinner Program (FREE)  
	 Topic: Forensic Petrography and 
	 an Ancient Mystery	
	 Presenter:  Mr. Scott Wolter, 
	 President of American Petrographic 
	 Services and host of Travel 
	 Channel’s “America Unearthed”	
	 Event Starts 3:00 PM

DEC	 Holiday Social
	 Cancelled due to COVID19 pandemic

2021 
 
FEB	 Dinner Program (Virtual/In Person) 
16	 Topic: ICRI Chicago Chapter Projects 
	 of the Year Award Program	
	 Location: TBD
	 Time: TBD

OUR ASSOCIATION...
ICRI, the only association in the concrete industry devoted solely to repair and 
restoration, publishes a bimonthly magazine and technical guidelines for concrete 
repair, and cosponsors the World of Concrete. Local chapters provide regional 
networking opportunities. Worldwide membership include contractors, manufacturers, 
engineers, distributors, owners, and other professionals with a common goal: 
prolonging the useful life of concrete through quality repair, restoration, and protection.

OUR MISSION...
The mission of the International Concrete Repair Institute is to be a leading resource 
for education and information to improve the quality of repair, restoration, and 
protection of concrete and other structures in accordance with consensus criteria.

LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT

So, 2020 is winding down, and this is my last letter as 
Chapter President. This year feels like it has dragged on in 
many ways, but somehow it also seems like a blur. I think 
we got jipped out of a summer this year. Nevertheless, it 
certainly has been unusual. By now, I imagine most of you 
know someone who contracted COVID-19, and I hope you 
and your loved ones have been able to stay healthy or have 
successfully recovered.

This construction season has been a challenge. Some 
projects were cancelled while others were accelerated. 

Wearing masks and sanitizing equipment slowed down our efficiencies, but 
at least our industry was able to continue. Times have not been as forgiving 
for those in other sectors, such as dining, entertainment and hospitality. I am 
thankful work has been able to continue for most of us during the pandemic.

Our board and committee members have been working hard to provide 
members with remote activities. Our dinner meetings changed to webinars, 
and our annual seminar transitioned to a virtual meeting. I want to thank you all 
for your continued support of the chapter during these crazy times. Hopefully, 
a vaccine is near, and we can get back to full capacity soon. I look forward to 
seeing you again in person.

With 2021 right around the corner, please consider running for a Board of 
Director position. We want your involvement, and it is a great way to meet 
colleagues and learn more about our industry. If you are interested in running 
for a position, please e-mail Tom at info@icrichicago.org to get placed on the 
ballot. If you want to get more involved with the chapter but do not necessarily 
want to be on the Board, please consider joining one of our committees. We 
encourage your participation.

It has been an extreme pleasure to serve as your Chapter President this year. 
I only wish times were different, and we could have met face-to-face at more 
events. I am sure next year will be more normal. Thank you for your support, 
and have a wonderful holiday season.

Sincerely,

Mike Wiscons
ICRI Chicago Chapter President 
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CHICAGO CHAPTER 2020  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
The 2020 Chicago Chapter Officers and Directors are already hard at work under the 
leadership of our new President, Mike Wiscons.

President - Mike Wiscons
Building Technology Consultants 
(847) 946-8401
mwiscons@btc.expert

Past President – Tom Lawler
William Hach & Associates 
(708) 343-0578
lawler@hachconstruction.com

Secretary – Chris White
J.E.Tomes & Associates
(708) 653-5100	
chris@jetomes.com
	

First year director
Jeff Ahlbrand
Western Specialty Contractors
(630) 630-1296
jeffA@westenspecialtycontractors.com

Sarah Horton
Berglund Construction
(773) 449-2165
shorton@berglundco.com

Diego Romero	
Walker Consultants 
(312) 292-0792
dromero@walkerconsultants.com

Serving 2nd of 2-year term
Kurt Baron
Infrastructure Systems, Inc.
(847) 254-3265
kurt@infrastructure-systems.com

Stephen Schmitt	
Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 	
(847) 564-0884
sschmitt@wje.com

Will Kroncke
WGI
(224) 423-1739
will.kroncke@wginc.com

Vice President – George Mulholland
Raths, Raths & Johnson, Inc.		
(630) 325-6160				  
grmulholland@rrj.com

Treasurer - Victor Ligocki
McCann Industries, Inc.
(630) 627-0000
vligocki@mccannonline.com

DIRECTORS

VISIT THE ICRI WEBSITE!

•	 Member Benefits
•	 Online Membership Directory
•	 Enhanced Chapter Pages
•	 Supporting Members
•	 Board Members
•	 Committees
•	 Upcoming Events
•	 Awards Programs
•	 Online Publications Ordering
•	 Concrete Repair Bulletin
•	 Advertising Opportunities
•	 Repair Technology

www.icrichicago.org
Chapter Website

www.icri.org
National Website

COMMITTEE 	 CHAIRMAN	 E-MAIL

Awards	 Kurt Baron	 kurt@infrastructure-systems.com
Communications	 Will Kroncke	 Will.kroncke@wginc.com 
Financial	 Victor Ligocki	 vligocki@mccannonline.com 
Socials/Outings	 Stephen Schmitt	 sschmitt@wje.com
Membership	 George Mulholland	 grmulholland@rrj.com
Nominations	 Mike Wiscons	 mwiscons@btc.expert	  
Programs	 Chris White	 chris@jetomes.com
Publications	 George Mulholland	 grmulholland@rrj.com
Seminars	 Steve Schmitt	 sschmitt@wje.com
Scholarship	 Will Kroncke	 will.kroncke@wginc.com

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN 2020
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Save the date! Please join ICRI Chicago, Diego Romero (Walker 
Consultants), and Eri Vokshi (Sika) as they present to you best practices 
for the use of FRP in concrete strengthening applications. Engineers, 
Manufacturers, and Contractors will learn when and where FRP should be 
used and what are the best practices for installation. We look forward to 
you joining us!

ICRI will send an invitation to all ICRI members to attend the virtual 
seminar. We hope you all can attend.

2020 VIRTUAL 
TECHNICAL SEMINAR

FREE VIRTUAL WEBINAR 

External Strengthening of 
Concrete using 

FRP – Applications and 
Installation Best Practices

Thursday 
November 12th 

2:00 pm
PDH’s: 2 hrs
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COMPANY PROFILE:

Do you have unique access challenge? Sky Climber Access Solutions can help.  

We are a full-service dealership that sells, rents, and services all swing stage equipment. Plus, with our full engineering staff, 
we can provide solutions tailored to our customer’s needs. Our reputation as a quality-driven and safety-focused organization 
continues to be the foundation of our success. 

Sky Climber Access Solutions is vertically integrated with Sky Climber, LLC. Our combined manufacturing and engineering 
capabilities and 65 years of experience allow us to provide unique and safe access solutions to our clients.  

With branches in Chicago, Atlanta, Miami, 
Kansas City, and Los Angeles, our teams 
provide best-in-class support for Rental, 
Sales, Service, and Training of temporary 
and permanent access equipment and 
work-at-height solutions.  

REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS:

2061 North Campbell
Chicago, IL

This building was getting a full remodel 
and refresh for its tenants. The multiple 
outcroppings and shape of the building 
implored us to use 6 variable length SSU 
platforms with 3 LNX 1000-pound motors.  

Sky Climber teams also used a combination 
of our 45 Degree and 90 Degree fixed 
corners to allow close access to all faces of 
the building.  

1135 West Van Buren
Chicago, IL 

This new construction project required 
material hoisting access on the entire North 
face of the building. Sky Climber built a 
60-foot long monorail system using our 
8-foot aluminum beams connected with our 
full moment splice plates and joiner plates.  
Also provided our customer six feet of head 
room above the parapet wall. A combination 
of permanent anchors and counterweight 
systems were used to balance the beams.  

ICRI  SPOTLIGHT :  SKY  CLIMBER ACCESS SOLUTIONS
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Figure 1:  Modular platforms can be configured to fit a building’s shape

Figure 2: Monorails can provide labor savings and production increases



211 East Chicago
Chicago, IL 

Sky Climber 1-meter 
porch assemblies 
allowed our customer 
access to all parts of 
the façade. With the 
increased load of the 
porch decks we used 2 
LNX 1500 Hoist motors 
on each platform.  

Our topside rigging 
utilized 32-foot beams 
with Sky Climber Rolling 
Roof Rig assemblies with 
8 feet of outreach.  

100 Peachtree
Atlanta, GA

Sky Climber was 
part of the team 
to decommission 
the glowing static 
“Equitable” signs and 
swap them with large 
digital billboards. 
Our teams provided 
equipment and services 
to safely access this 
453-foot-high work 
site. Sky Climber 
manufactured and 
installed 68 roof anchors 
on the building for 
equipment and operator 
tie-offs, and developed 
10 trolleyed swing 
stages and material 
hoist systems to position 
large steel outriggers 
meant to affix new 
sign pieces.

ICRI  SPOTLIGHT :  SKY  CLIMBER ACCESS SOLUTIONS
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Figure 3: Porch brackets provide access on facades with fins and other architectural features

Figure 4: The suspended access project at 100 Peachtree earned Sky Climber the 2019 SAIA Project of the Year Award
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1000 Museum 
Miami, FL

This ultra-luxury condominium tower was designed with a 
curvilinear exoskeleton that minimized the need for interior 
structural support while maximizing the look of this sculpture-
like building.  Massive columns of glass-fiber-reinforced concrete 
(GFRC) on the exterior of this curvy skyscraper created challenges 
for glass installation, caulking, painting, and stucco work. This 
Sky Climber access project was featured as the cover story of the 
March issue of Scaffold and Access Magazine. 

Sky Climber provided a full suspended access system with roof 
rigging, material hoists and suspended access platforms.   

•	 Platforms were outfitted with wall rollers to help navigate 
exoskeleton features and 3-Phase LNX hoists to better manage 
voltage throughout the tall drops.

•	 Careful measurements were made prior to each platform 
descent to ensure safe clearance of structural elements.

•	 We provided daily on-site cord management and regular 
training for all users to minimize risks presented by the lack of 
protruding balconies, high winds and tall drops.

  

ADDITIONAL COMPANY HIGHLIGHTS:

Permanent Equipment

Our dedicated teams of 
professionals can engineer and 
install the right access products for 
your new construction or restoration 
project.  We specialize in the design, 
installation, and testing of Roof 
Anchors, Davit Systems, Horizontal 
Lifelines, Guardrails, Ladder safety 
Systems and more.

Load Testing and Window 
Washing Equipment Certification:   

Sky Climber Access Solutions can 
provide everything from visual 
inspections to full P.E. and/or S.E. 
stamped load test certifications. 

ICRI  SPOTLIGHT :  SKY  CLIMBER ACCESS SOLUTIONS

Figure 5: Sky Stage Ultra (SSU) suspended access platforms navigate 
around exoskeleton sections of One Thousand Museum.

Figure 6: View of a typical lateral pull load application with chain hoist test arrangement.



CHICAGO CHAPTER ICRI 

11November 2020	 www.icrichicago.org

Material Lifting:

Sky Climber Access Solutions is well positioned with the right equipment and skilled tradesmen to provide unique material 
lifting solutions.

Building Inspection Support:

Need a platform for inspections?  We can provide turnkey solutions with or without trained operators.   

Training:

Our City of Chicago Certified team is available to provide training at our facility in Skokie, IL or at a location of your choice.    

COMPANY CONTACTS:

Local Chicago Contacts: 
Bryce Anderson	 Brad Sklenar 	 Kyle Baker	 Robert Mulvey
(847) 600-3900     	 (847) 772-7376	 (312) 805-9167	 (224) 229-8222
banderson@skyclimber.com	 bsklenar@skyclimber.com	 kbaker@skyclimber.com	 rmulvey@skyclimber.com

National Contact: 
Ed Weinhardt 
(314) 449-0396
eweinhardt@skyclimber.com 

ICRI  SPOTLIGHT :  SKY  CLIMBER ACCESS SOLUTIONS

ICRI NOVEMBER 
DINNER PROGRAM 
ANNOUNCEMENT

FREE VIRTUAL WEBINAR 

Forensic Petrography and an 
Ancient Mystery

Tuesday 
November 17th 

3:00 pm

Please join your ICRI Chicago Chapter for a FREE VIRTUAL WEBINAR: 
“Forensic Petrography and an Ancient Mystery” will be hosted by 
Scott Wolter, President of American Petrographic Services and host of 
Travel Channel’s “America Unearthed”. Mr. Wolter will provide a unique 
perspective on Petrography. His presentation will touch on the use of 
petrography in relation to concrete repair as well as its role in criminal 
investigations, the examination of historical artifacts and the exploration 
of archeological mysteries. 

We hope to see everyone on-line for this interesting webinar. Please look 
for the email blast from ICRI Chicago Chapter.
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2020  ICRI  FALL  CONVENTION “CONCRETE  REPAIR  IN  EXTREME ENVIRONMENTS”  HIGHLIGHTS

SEPTEMBER DINNER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

For the first time in its history, an ICRI National 
Convention was attended virtually. This was of 
course due to continued issues with the  
COVID-19 pandemic. Despite not being able to 
meet in person, the 2020 ICRI Fall Convention had 
a full slate of presenters and committee meetings 
available during October 13-15 and 21-22.

In addition to attending presentations and 
committees, attendees were able to virtually 
view ICRI member companies and sponsors 
demonstrations on their unique products  
and services.  

One benefit the virtual 2020 ICRI Fall National 
Convention has provided for ICRI is the ability to 
utilize the new online platform for future  
online-education seminars.  

Even though we all have come accustom to online presentations, I am sure everyone is looking forward to seeing other ICRI 
members and friends in person at a National Convention in the near future. We all hope the pandemic will loosen its grip soon.  
Stay safe everyone.

In response to the legalization of 
recreational marijuana in Illinois, ICRI 
Chicago hosted a webinar in September 
on “Marijuana in the Workplace”. Justin 
Maack of Assurance agency presented 
with John Campbell of Keefe, Campbell, 
Biery & Associates, providing insights 
and recommendations for employers 
on how the law has impacted company 
policies and workers’ compensation 
claims. They provided a thorough 
examination of how policies and 
enforcement must adapt to remain 
effective, especially in the absence of 
adequate testing to distinguish between 
current intoxication and recent use. 
Thank you to those who attended.  For 
those who did not attend, you can 
view the presentation anytime via the 
following link: 
https://youtu.be/-o9RUbAhf5I.
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Kevin Koske
koske@advpolytech.com

(630) 631-1556
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