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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

FEBRUARY
4-7	 World of Concrete
	 Las Vegas Convention Center

18	 Dinner Program: Awards Program	
	 Erie Café
	 Chicago, IL
	 Event Starts 5:00 PM / Dinner 6:00 PM

23-25	 2020 ICRI Spring Convention
	 Repairs in New Construction: 
	 Prepare for The Unexpected	
	 JW Marriott Parq Vancouver 
	 Vancouver, BC

APRIL
21	 Dinner Program:  
	 Topic TBD
	 Westwood Tavern
	 Schaumburg, IL
	 Event Starts 5:00 PM / Dinner 6:00 PM

JUNE
4	 ICRI Golf Outing 
	 White Pines Golf Club
	 Bensenville, IL

OUR ASSOCIATION...
ICRI, the only association in the concrete industry devoted solely to repair and 
restoration, publishes a bimonthly magazine and technical guidelines for concrete 
repair, and cosponsors the World of Concrete. Local chapters provide regional 
networking opportunities. Worldwide membership include contractors, manufacturers, 
engineers, distributors, owners, and other professionals with a common goal: 
prolonging the useful life of concrete through quality repair, restoration, and protection.

OUR MISSION...
The mission of the International Concrete Repair Institute is to be a leading resource 
for education and information to improve the quality of repair, restoration, and 
protection of concrete and other structures in accordance with consensus criteria.

LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT

A new decade is upon us, and it looks like we are going 
to have another busy construction season. As your 2020 
ICRI-Chicago Chapter President, I am honored to serve 
you along with the rest of our Board of Directors. Previous 
Chapter Presidents have set a high bar for the work which 
they accomplished. This can be seen by our increased 
membership, which has grown to almost 150.

Committees are currently in the process of planning events 
for the remainder of the year. I urge you to join one of them 
to provide your input, and lend a hand. We are always 

looking for help. If you weren’t already aware, all active members of our chapter 
are eligible to serve on a committee and attend board meetings.  Typically, 
board meetings immediately precede our dinner meetings. Please feel free to 
join us, and consider running for a Board of Director position next year.

Similar to previous years, we are planning to have four dinner meetings, 
our fun-filled golf outing at White Pines, a summer social event, our all-day 
technical seminar in the fall, and a complimentary holiday party at the end 
of the year. We also intend to continue having joint activities with other 
organizations. Please check out our calendar of events and our website www.
icrichicago.org for more information.    

In an effort to continue improving our organization, I am asking for your input. 
As such, we created a new position on our Board this year. Tom Lawler, our 
Immediate Past President, will take on the duties of our Chapter Secretariat.  
Tom will gather ideas from members like you and pursue their implementation.  
If you have any suggestions which may benefit our chapter, please send them 
to Tom at info@icrichicago.org.   

As 2020 moves forward, let us remember to take time to appreciate all those who 
have done so much to make our industry and organization successful. We can do 
that by setting a good example for those who will carry on our work after us.  

Have a happy and safe 2020!

Sincerely,

Mike Wiscons
ICRI Chicago Chapter President 
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CHICAGO CHAPTER 2020  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
The 2020 Chicago Chapter Officers and Directors are already hard at work under the 
leadership of our new President, Mike Wiscons.

President - Mike Wiscons
Building Technology Consultants 
(847) 946-8401
mwiscons@btc.expert

Past President – Tom Lawler
William Hach & Associates 
(708) 343-0578
lawler@hachconstruction.com

Secretary – Chris White
J.E.Tomes & Associates
(708) 653-5100	
chris@jetomes.com
	

First year director
Jeff Ahlbrand
Western Specialty Contractors
(630) 630-1296
jeffA@westenspecialtycontractors.com

Sarah Horton
Berglund Construction
(773) 449-2165
shorton@berglundco.com

Diego Romero	
Walker Consultants 
(312) 292-0792
dromero@walkerconsultants.com

Serving 2nd of 2-year term
Kurt Baron
Infrastructure Systems, Inc.
(847) 254-3265
kurt@infrastructure-systems.com

Stephen Schmitt	
Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 	
(847) 564-0884
sschmitt@wje.com

Will Kroncke
WGI
(224) 423-1739
will.kroncke@wginc.com

Vice President – George Mulholland
Raths, Raths & Johnson, Inc.		
(630) 325-6160				  
grmulholland@rrj.com

Treasurer - Victor Ligocki
McCann Industries, Inc.
(630) 627-0000
vligocki@mccannonline.com

DIRECTORS

VISIT THE ICRI WEBSITE!

•	 Member Benefits
•	 Online Membership Directory
•	 Enhanced Chapter Pages
•	 Supporting Members
•	 Board Members
•	 Committees
•	 Upcoming Events
•	 Awards Programs
•	 Online Publications Ordering
•	 Concrete Repair Bulletin
•	 Advertising Opportunities
•	 Repair Technology

www.icrichicago.org
Chapter Website

www.icri.org
National Website

COMMITTEE 	 CHAIRMAN	 E-MAIL

Awards	 Kurt Baron	 kurt@infrastructure-systems.com
Communications	 Will Kroncke	 Will.kroncke@wginc.com 
Financial	 Victor Ligocki	 vligocki@mccannonline.com 
Socials/Outings	 Stephen Schmitt	 sschmitt@wje.com
Membership	 George Mulholland	 grmulholland@rrj.com
Nominations	 Mike Wiscons	 mwiscons@btc.expert	  
Programs	 Chris White	 chris@jetomes.com
Publications	 George Mulholland	 grmulholland@rrj.com
Seminars	 Steve Schmitt	 sschmitt@wje.com
Scholarship	 Will Kroncke	 will.kroncke@wginc.com

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN 2020
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Which to Choose? Terra Cotta or GFRC?

Panel members including Lurita McIntosh Blank of Raths, 
Raths & Johnson, Bill Mahler of WGI, Noel Weidner of 
Gladden McBean, and Mark Kuberski of Central Building 
and Preservation presented the pros and cons of using 
either terra cotta or GFRC as a replacement for original 
terra cotta on November 19, 2019 at the Westwood 
Tavern in Schaumburg, Illinois. A panel discussion led by 
Bill Mahler highlighted the advantages of each product 
and how the different products have been used on 
numerous projects over the years.

The panelist’s knowledge of the production, installation 
and longevity of each product as well as the historical 
preservationist perspective provided friendly banter 
between the panelists. The attendees now know who to 
contact when they are tasked with restoring a terra cotta 
clad building with either product. 

Thanks again to each of the panelists and the ICRI 
Chicago Chapter Programs Committee for providing 
several educational opportunities for our members. Be 
sure to attend each dinner meeting this year to expand 
your knowledge of concrete restoration and build new 
and strengthen existing relationships with ICRI members.

NOVEMBER DINNER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

www.icrichicago.org	 February 2020
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NOVEMBER 2019  ICRI /SEAOI  CHICAGO CHAPTER SEMINAR HIGHLIGHTS

Topic: Assessment and Repair of Concrete Structures

The ICRI Chicago Chapter in conjunction with SEAOI sponsored a seminar on the Assessment and Repair of Concrete Structures.  
The seminar was hosted by Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. (WJE) at their Northbrook office.  Several speakers from industry 
leading companies presented various concrete assessment and repair topics. A hands-on portion of the seminar was conducted 
in WJE’s laboratory including demonstrations of various concrete repair products and field and laboratory evaluation techniques 
and equipment. The seminar was well attended, approximately 65 people attended the morning session and over 75 people 
attended the afternoon laboratory session. All attended the networking event after the seminar, which was a perfect top off to 
the eventful day.

The classroom presentations were broken into six different categories. Colin Rueb from Raths, Raths & Johnson, Inc. and 
Anthony Bentivegna of Jensen Hughes started the day off by discussing the signs of concrete deterioration and its underlying 
mechanisms. The physics of concrete deterioration and examples of different types of deterioration were covered.  Next, 
Nathaniel Rende of Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. and Ryan Carris of Walker Consultants discussed the evaluation 
techniques of a concrete structure. Various non-destructive and destructive techniques were discussed. Kevin Conroy of 
Simpson Gumpertz & Heger, Inc. discussed various aspects of concrete repair design and the selection of proper materials. After 
lunch, Kyle Stanish of Klien & Hoffman, Inc. discussed various concrete protection systems and the service life of concrete repairs.  
The protection systems varied from galvanized pucks to full cathodic protection systems. Lastly, Paul Gaudette of Wiss, Janney, 
Elstner Associates, Inc. and Don Redar of Bulley & Andrews Concrete Restoration discussed the restoration of the North Shore 
Congregation Israel concrete structure. The concrete deterioration evaluation process, multiple concrete batching, repair design 
issues, and construction techniques were discussed. All who attended the classroom sessions walked away knowing more about 
concrete: how to assess concrete distress, and how to repair concrete. 

In the laboratory program portion, six different stations were set up to present various evaluation and repair techniques. The 
Field Evaluation Techniques station included presentations on how to detect concrete abnormalities such as cracks and voids as 
well as reinforcement location. Demonstrations were made using ultrasonic-pulse response and ground penetration radar units 
as well as rebar detectors. The Laboratory Evaluation Techniques station had various samples of deteriorated concrete which 
could be examined close-up as well as live demonstrations of microscopic evaluations of concrete. The Concrete Crack Repair 
station demonstrated repairing existing cracks with epoxy and urethane injection. Emphasis was placed on the installation 
and spacing of the injection ports relative to the thickness of the members being injected. The Concrete Topical and Buried 
Membrane station demonstrated in-situ bond testing of coatings as well as the installation of topical and buried membranes.  
The Concrete Vertical Coatings station exhibited numerous wall coatings. The presenters discussed the advantages of each 
system type and performed coating adhesion tests. The Concrete Repair Materials station compared various concrete material 
types and described how the material properties and installation consistency make them appropriate for differing applications. 

The day ended with a networking mixer where attendees could ask specific questions of the manufacturers. Food and donated 
microbrewery beverages were enjoyed by all. The mixer was a good wind down for the information-packed day.    

ICRI would like to thank SEAOI for co-sponsoring the seminar and WJE for allowing the seminar group to use their learning 
center as well as their laboratory for the presentations and laboratory programs. A special thanks goes out to each of the 
presenters and laboratory program participants who assisted with this seminar: Colin Rueb, Anthony Bentivegna, Nathaniel 
Rende, Ryan Carris, Kevin Conroy, Kyle Stanish, Paul Gaudette, Don Reader, Sika, Lilly Corp., BASF, Hydrotech, Tremco, Neogard, 
WJE, Prosec, Sherwin Williams, JE Tomes, and Euclid.

ICRI thanks the following companies for sponsoring the event: Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates; JE Tomes; Evonik; Neogard; BASF; 
Sherwin Williams; Sika; Euclid Chemical; Structural; Simpson Gumpertx & Heger; Hach Construction; Zera Construction; Raths, 
Raths & Johnson; JLJ Contracting; Sitar Construction; Klein & Hoffman;  Monson Nicholas; Western Specialty Contractors; Tremco; 
Bulley & Andrews Concrete Restoration; and Hydrotech. 

A final thanks goes out to ICRI’s Stephen Schmitt and SEAOI’s Kevin Conroy and all others for their time and effort put into the 
preparation of this successful seminar.  

February 2020	 www.icrichicago.org
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The Glenrock Company would like to recognize Jim Nicholl’s 
20-year anniversary with the company. Throughout the 
years, Jim’s presence and leadership have been exceptional 
as he has lead Glenrock to become the recognized leader 
in distribution of restoration, waterproofing and sealant 
products and systems throughout the Midwest.  

Most recently, Jim has announced that he will be retiring at 
the end of the year, 2019. On behalf of all of us at Glenrock, 
we wish Jim and his wife Joan well in the years to come!

Congratulations Jim on an extraordinary career!

Joseph Amrein has been named President of the Glenrock 
Company, effective January 1, 2020.

Patrick Coakley has been named Sales Manager of the 
Glenrock Company, effective January 1, 2020. Pat began his 
career with the Glenrock Company over 25 years ago, having 
served in a variety of capacities, most recently in the role of 
Sales Representative. Pat will clearly bring an abundance of 
industry knowledge and experience into his new position.  

Congratulations Pat!

Brian Cusack has been promoted to Sales Representative 
for the Glenrock Company. In his new role, Brian will be 
capitalizing on his many years of inside/technical sales 
experience with Glenrock. 

Congratulations Brian!

PEOPLE ON THE MOVEPEOPLE ON THE MOVE
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Join your ICRI Chicago Chapter as we recognize
and celebrate the 2019 Project Award Finalists 

Tuesday, February 18th at 5pm
Erie Café – Chicago

The two project finalists are: 

Project of the Year
Weiss Memorial Hospital Parking Structure Maintenance Repairs

Walker Consultants
Golf Construction

Award of Merit
Groupon Building 600 W. Chicago, 900 N Kingsbury / 950 N. Kingsbury

Klein & Hoffman
Bulley & Andrews Masonry Restoration

FEBRUARY DINNER MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT :  ICRI  2019  PROJECT  AWARDS

February 2020	 www.icrichicago.org

When:
March 23-25, 2020

Where:
JW Marriott Parq 
Vancouver
British Columbia Canada

ICRI  2020  SPRING CONVENTION “REPAIRS  TO  NEW CONSTRUCTION:  PREPARE FOR THE  UNEXPECTED”

Plan to join the International Concrete Repair Institute in Vancouver, British Columbia Canada – Expand your understanding 
of concrete repairs to new construction through networking, technical sessions, and participation in ICRI National Committee 
Meetings.  Earn PDH credits by attending technical sessions.
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Once Again, Holiday Social a Success

On December 12th, the Chicago Chapter of 
ICRI held its annual Holiday Social at Pyramid 
Pizzeria, allowing friends and industry partners to 
celebrate our 2019 construction season success.  
The social event allowed the attendees to catch 
up with colleagues, discuss holiday plans and 
enjoy some food and drinks.

Thank you to the ICRI Chicago Chapter Social 
Activities Committee and the staff at Pyramid 
Pizzeria for another successful event!

HOLIDAY  SOCIAL  HIGHLIGHTS

February 2020	 www.icrichicago.org

social
media

ICRI CHICAGO CHAPTER 
IS ALSO ON SOCIAL 
BUSINESS MEDIA!

For chapter and industry related 
discussions, connect with us on 

social media.

Suggestions for items to be 
included on social media? 

Are you savvy and want to help 
our communications committee? 

Contact Tom Lawler!
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Rich Campbell
campbell@advpolytech.com

(773) 791-3305

Kevin Koske
koske@advpolytech.com

(630) 631-1556
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