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ICRI Chicago Chapter Presents: 

GFRC v. Terra Cotta: A Panel Discussion 
Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

5:00 – 8:00 PM 
Westwood Tavern – Schaumburg, IL  

 
ICRI Chicago Chapter’s September Dinner Meeting & Educational Seminar will be a 

PANEL DISCUSSION! 
 
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to participate in a lively discussion regarding the 
selection of glass fiber reinforced concrete (GFRC) and terra cotta.  In determining the 
best materials for your project, it’s important to consider many criteria, including the 
original material design intent, current project requirements and cost-benefit 
comparisons. Attend this session and benefit from lessons learned by others in our 
industry with extensive experience using these cladding materials. This interactive panel 
discussion is designed to answer your questions and foster debate with the panel and 
audience. The roundtable panel members include: Bill Mahler – WGI as Panel 
moderator; Lurita Blank McIntosh – RRJ; Noel Weidner - Gladding Mc Bean;  and Mark 
Kuberski - Central Building and Maintenance, to discuss and provide their experience 
and technical expertise." 

 
Discussion Leader 
Bill Mahler - WGI 

 
Panel Members 

Lurita Blank McIntosh – Raths, Raths & Johnson, Inc. 
Noel Weidner – Gladding, McBean 

Mark Kuberski – Central Building and Preservation, L.P. 
 

Panelist Information 
 

William A. Mahler, AIA, Bill serves as Restoration Manager for the Chicago Regional Office 
of the Wantman Group, Inc, (WGI) and is responsible for managing and completing projects 
involving the evaluation and restoration of existing building facades, parking structures, 
arena concourses, and plaza waterproofing systems.  With 38 years of professional 
experience, Bill has evaluated and implemented repair programs for building cladding 
systems that have included limestone, granite, brick masonry, precast concrete, terra cotta, 
GFRC, cast stone, EIFS, metal curtain walls, windows, and storefront systems. He holds a 

Bachelor of Science in Architectural Studies and a Masters of Architecture, Structures Option, from the 
University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana, and is a licensed Architect. Bill previously served as Treasurer 
and President of the Chicago Chapter of ICRI, and currently serves on the Publications, Guide 
Specifications and Masonry Committees of ICRI.  
 

Lurita Blank McIntosh, AIA, NCARB, RBEC, RRC, RWC, is a Senior Project Architect at 
Raths, Raths & Johnson, Inc., a national engineering, architecture, and forensics consulting 
practice.  She has over 12 years of architectural experience specializing in building 
enclosure consulting in the areas of masonry conservation, facade restoration, roofing, and 
waterproofing investigation and repair design.  She consults on related enclosure 
performance issues involving historic restoration, adaptive reuse, and historic 
preservation.  Her portfolio of experience includes numerous National Register and National 

Historic Landmark properties across the nation. 
A licensed Architect in Illinois and Missouri, she is certified as a Registered Building Enclosure Consultant 
(RBEC), Registered Exterior Wall Consultant (REWC), Registered Roof Consultant (RRC), and Registered 
Waterproofing Consultant (RWC), as well being National Park Service 36 CFR Part 61-Historic Architecture 
(Qualified). She earned a Master of Science in Historic Preservation from Columbia University and a Master 
of Architecture from the Boston Architectural College.  She received a Bachelor of Arts in Art History from 
the University of Missouri-Kansas City.   
 

Mark A. Kuberski, Partner at Central Building & Preservation, LP, is an expert in the 
construction of early skyscraper development (1880s – 1920s), maintaining a resource 
library of antiquarian books with over 400 volumes pertaining to skyscrapers and Chicago 
architecture. Mark has performed numerous structural and architectural investigations and 
evaluations of historic skyscrapers in New York and Chicago; and is very knowledgeable 
about their building materials, structural systems and design. He has managed numerous 
terra cotta, stone and brick masonry restoration projects, and has provided lectures to 

several trade organizations and university programs related to architecture and building materials. Mark is 
a member of Structural Engineers Association of Illinois (SEAOI), American Welding Society (AWS), 
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), American Concrete Institute (ACI), Landmarks Illinois (LI) and 
Society of Architectural Historians (SAH).  

 

Noel Weidner is the Chicago Territory Manager for Gladding, McBean Architectural Terra 
Cotta. He works with restoration professionals to provide replacement material options for 
facade restoration projects in Chicago and throughout the Midwest. Noel has an in-depth 
knowledge of architectural terra cotta materials and installation processes. Gladding 
McBean has been producing architectural terra cotta since 1875. 


