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Providing high-quality 
construction services  

for over 125 years. 

 � General Contracting
 � Construction Management
 � Concrete Restoration
 � Masonry Restoration

Contact: Don Redar
1755 W. Armitage Ave.

Chicago, IL 60622
773.645.2059
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

FEBRUARY
20 Dinner Program: 
 Awards Program 
 Erie Café
 Chicago, IL
 Event Starts 5:00 PM / Dinner 6:00 PM

APRIL
11-13 2018 ICRI Spring Convention 
 Seismic Solutions
 InterContinental Mark Hopkins
 San Francisco, CA

17 Dinner Program:  
 Topic TBD
 Westwood Tavern
 Schaumburg, IL
 Event Starts 5:00 PM / Dinner 6:00 PM

JUNE
7 ICRI Golf Outing 
 White Pines Golf Course
 Bensenville, IL

OUR ASSOCIATION...
ICRI, the only association in the concrete industry devoted solely to repair and 
restoration, publishes a bimonthly magazine and technical guidelines for concrete 
repair, and cosponsors the World of Concrete. Local chapters provide regional 
networking opportunities. Worldwide membership include contractors, manufacturers, 
engineers, distributors, owners, and other professionals with a common goal: 
prolonging the useful life of concrete through quality repair, restoration, and protection.

OUR MISSION...
The mission of the International Concrete Repair Institute is to be a leading resource 
for education and information to improve the quality of repair, restoration, and 
protection of concrete and other structures in accordance with consensus criteria.

LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT

As I assume the role of chapter president here in 2018, I reflect  
back on how I have watched this chapter grow and change over the 
past several years. One of the things that impressed me the most, 
that I almost didn’t believe when I first joined ICRI, is the way that 
competitors work together as one on goals for the organization 
and the chapter. I found it very interesting that we can meet as 
competitors in a pre-bid meeting hours before a board meeting and 
then work side by side on chapter projects, committees  
and meetings.

It’s like ICRI is a neutral ground where information, experience 
and technology is shared openly for the good of the industry and 
organization! Having served on the board and committees, I’ve 

learned firsthand the importance of maintaining “the balance” of specifiers, suppliers and 
contractors, and the input, opinions and reasoning from all three groups. That mix and that 
balance is critical to our success.

If I could say one thing to each of the members in this chapter, it would be that you’re 
welcome here in this organization.  Your ideas, thoughts and opinions about the direction of 
the industry will be openly received and your involvement is what keeps us moving forward. 

I would like to express my gratitude to the Board of Directors who fulfilled their terms and 
are passing on the reins to the three new directors. Thank you to the outgoing directors and 
board members and welcome to the new board members and directors. I look forward to 
the continuing contributions and involvement of past board members and to working with 
the new ones.

I would like to invite any member to sit in on the board and committee meetings and to  
get involved!!

The board meetings will all be on the calendar as well as most of the committee meetings. 
I would also highly recommend attending a National Convention. Several years back, 
I went as a delegate and I “got hooked”! The networking, knowledge and idea sharing 
that engaged me so much in the Chicago Chapter is multiplied by” Ten “at the National 
Convention with members from all over the country. I’ve joined some national committees 
and have been attending ever since my first one.

In closing I would like to say that one of my primary goals this year is to increase the 
involvement of students moving into our industry. I feel we need to reach out to the 
students and show them all the potential of the restoration industry. 

As we all know, our future is in the youth.

Sincerely,

Jim Fadellin
ICRI Chicago Chapter President 
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CHICAGO CHAPTER 2018  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
The 2018 Chicago Chapter Officers and Directors are already hard at work under the 
leadership of our new President, Jim Fadellin.

President - Jim Fadellin
Hard Surface Solutions, LLC 
(630) 916-8005
jfadellin@hsshardsurfacesolutions.com

Past President - Christopher Kottra
Building Technology Consultants, Inc. 
(847) 454-8818
ckottra@btc.expert

Vice President – Tom Lawler
William Hach & Associates 
(312) 208-5733
lawler@hachconstruction.com 

First year director
Tom Lavin
The Glenrock Company
(630) 530-9600
tlavin@glenrockcompany.com

Kurt Moehlmann
Sonneborne-RPI
(312) 919-7836
rpikurt@aol.com

Chris White 
J.E.Tomes & Associates 
(708) 653-5100
chris@jetomes.com

Serving 2nd of 2-year term
Steve Genovese
Western Specialty Contractors
(773) 638-5206
steveg@westernspecialtycontractors.com

Victor Ligocki
McCann Industries, Inc.
(630) 627-0000
vligocki@mccannonline.com

George Mulholland
Raths, Raths & Johnson, Inc.
(630) 325-6160
grmulholland@rrj.com

Secretary - Mike Wiscons
Building Technology Consultants, Inc. 
(847) 946-8401
mwiscons@btc.expert

Treasurer – Sean Meracle
The Sherwin-Williams Company
(847) 330-9540
sean.m.meracle@sherwin.com

DIRECTORS

VISIT THE ICRI WEBSITE!

• Member Benefits
• Online Membership Directory
• Enhanced Chapter Pages
• Supporting Members
• Board Members
• Committees
• Upcoming Events
• Awards Programs
• Online Publications Ordering
• Concrete Repair Bulletin
• Advertising Opportunities
• Repair Technology

www.icrichicago.org
Chapter Website

www.icri.org
National Website

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN E-MAIL

Awards Steve Genovese steveg@westernspecialtycontractors.com
Communications Chris Kottra ckottra@btc.expert
Financial Sean Meracle Sean.m.meracle@sherwin.com 
Socials/Outings Tom Lavin tlavin@glenrockcompany.com
Membership Tom Lawler tlawler@hachconstruction.com 
Nominations Jim Fadellin jfadellin@hsshardsurfacesolutions.com 
Programs Mike Wiscons mwiscons@btc.expert
Publications George Mulholland grmulholland@rrj.com
Seminars George Mulholland grmulholland@rrj.com
Scholarship Victor Logocki vligocki@mccannonline.com

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN 2018
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Are you Still Making Mistakes 
in YOUR Concrete Repairs??

If you are, you should have 
attended the Chicago Chapter’s 
November Dinner Meeting & 
Educational Seminar, where 
Pete Popovic (WJE) led an 
interesting session discussing 
many of the potential pitfalls 
that we all strive to avoid in  
our projects. 

Pete’s extensive knowledge 
and experience in our industry 
provided great insight and 
perspective on many of the 
issues that face engineers, 
contractors and material 
suppliers when working to 
extend the service life of 
concrete structures. 

Thanks again to Mr. Popovic 
and the ICRI Chicago Chapter 
Programs  Committee for 
providing another great 
educational opportunity for 
our members. Be sure to check 
out this year’s meetings to 
further your knowledge and 
benefit from the experience 
represented in your ICRI 
Chicago Chapter. 

NOVEMBER DINNER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS



CHICAGO CHAPTER ICRI 

February 2018 7

Holiday Fun & Games with the Chicago Chapter

On December 7, the Chicago Chapter held its annual Holiday Party, bringing friends and industry partners together in 
celebration of the season and our 2017 accomplishments! All in attendance enjoyed great pizza, games and a maybe few 
beverages(?) at Pyramid Pizza in Addison.

2017 was another interesting year in the concrete repair industry, so the break in action before the holiday crunch provided a 
welcome opportunity to step away and share in reflection of projects past. 

Thanks to the ICRI Chicago Chapter Social Activities Committee and staff at Pyramid Pizza for another very successful event!

HOLIDAY  SOCIAL  HIGHLIGHTS
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The Harrison-Dever Water Crib Concrete Restoration Project was a unique project with tall challenges that needed to be 
meticulously planned, clearly communicated, and flawlessly executed.

About the Harrison-Dever Water Crib:

The Carter H. Harrison Crib replaced the Two-Mile Crib in 1900, which was later replaced by the William E. Dever Crib built 
alongside it in 1935, for the purpose of moving fresh water into the city from the lake. Around the turn of the century, the 
Harrison-Dever Water Crib and others like it were constructed about two miles offshore to pump fresh water into the city, as 
the Chicago River and immediate lake shore were too polluted to supply Chicago with drinking water. The city has had nine 
permanent cribs of which six are still standing and two are in active use with Harrison-Dever being one of them. The cribs were 
manned twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week by water department employees until the early 1990s. Today, they are  
only manned twenty-four hours a day during the winter months when the weather is extremely cold. Measures had to be  
taken to protect the living spaces of the Department of Water employees who sometimes call the crib their home for up to 
weeks at a time.

Project Work Scope:

The project was a multiple trade restoration project contracted by F.H. Paschen, S.N. Nielsen & Associates for the City of Chicago 
Department of Water. LS Contracting Group was contracted to perform demolition and replacement of the concrete promenade 
slabs, curbs, gutters, and two sets of concrete stairs on the same promenade that run circular on the perimeter of the water 
crib. LS Contracting Group was also contracted to replace the concrete stairs that lead from the crib entrance down to the lake 
level. Rounding out our contract LS Contracting Group also installed a new promenade trench drain and a new ice shoot drain. 
The majority of the concrete restoration work was performed with ready-mix concrete and the remainder was performed with a 
SikaTop 111 repair mortar.

Project Challenges and Logistics:

The transportation of employees, materials, and equipment out to the project site two and a half miles offshore in Lake Michigan 
presented a daily challenge for this project. There were two methods of transportation to be utilized, a “crew boat” and a barge. 
LS Contracting Group used both methods throughout the project to get materials and equipment to the project site.

ICRI  SPOTLIGHT :  2017  PROJECT  AWARD

Please join us
for a dinner 

meeting 
highlighting this 
award winning 

project on
February 20, 2018

at the
Erie Café 

in Chicago. 
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ICRI  SPOTLIGHT :  2017  PROJECT  AWARD (CONTINUED)

Crew Boat:

The general contractor provided a “crew boat” to all 
contractors to send the employees, small material, and 
equipment out to the crib and back every day. This required 
a considerable amount of coordination and patience for 
all contractors and the general contractor. Material and 
equipment were loaded on to the crew boat using a lull every 
morning starting at 5:00 a.m. The boat departed promptly 
every morning at 6:00 a.m. for the crib. If anyone was late, 
they were not permitted to work that day. The boat departed 
from the Jardine Water Purification Plant in Chicago just 
north of Navy Pier and the trip took approximately forty-five 
minutes each way. All contractors were expected to work 
twelve-hour days – ten of which at the crib itself. The crew 
boat returned to the Jardine facility daily at 6:15 p.m. Special 
trips had to be scheduled far ahead of time. Crews could only 
return early if they were absolutely out of work for the day.

Barge:

The heavy lifting of material and equipment for this project 
was performed utilizing a Manitowoc crane on a barge. 
The barge and crane were brought in and out from the crib 
daily in order to load new material and equipment on the 
barge every morning. Pallets of bag mix concrete and air 
compressors were brought in and out via the barge while 
concrete debris was shipped back in super sacks on the barge. 
The barge was only scheduled to be onsite for two months of 
the project; careful coordination and planning were essential 
to ensure all heavy work scope items were performed during 
that two-month window. Extending the barge time was 
almost impossible due to the barge’s other commitments.

Project Solutions:

One of largest challenges for LS Contracting Group during this 
project was pouring the ready-mix concrete two and a half 
miles offshore in Lake Michigan. To accomplish this, concrete 
trucks were driven onto the barge, loaded, and shipped out 
to the water crib on the day of the pour. This required months 
of research, planning, coordination, and communication by 
all parties involved. The LS Contracting Group staff took the 
lead with regards to coordination, but every party involved 
had to do their part to make this happen. Companies involved 
included BASF, Prairie Material, the barge company and the 
crane operator, F.H. Paschen, and LS Contracting Group. 
These companies had many people involved including 
superintendents, project managers, safety staff, quality 
control, chemists, insurance/risk management, and  
marketing departments.
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ICRI  SPOTLIGHT :  2017  PROJECT  AWARD (CONTINUED)

To guarantee a successful concrete pour, the setting time of the ready-mix had to be delayed to account for the duration of 
transportation to the crib. Prairie Material and BASF agreed upon the use of an admixture which renders the ready-mix concrete 
dormant for a certain amount of time. Fine tuning the dormancy period required several test batches and dry runs to adjust the 
amount of admixture. Additional planning and coordination by LS Contracting Group and Prairie Material was required to ensure 
that the ready mix trucks were loaded onto the barges and shipped to the crib within the precise time window developed during 
test batches. Any miscalculation or miscommunication may have caused the project team to go over the specified load time. 
Once the trucks were at the water crib the concrete was bucketed in by a crane and LS Contracting Group crews placed and 
finished it. The pour went off without a hitch.

The project may have been challenging but the LS Contracting Group team rose to the occasion to bring the project in on 
schedule, safely, and within budget.
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Walker Consultants, Inc. 
ICRI Concrete Repair Project 

Award of Merit

LS Contracting Group, Inc. 
ICRI Outstanding Concrete 

Repair Project Award

When:
April 11-13, 2018

Where:
InterContinental Mark Hopkins
San Francisco, CA

ICRI  2018  SPRING CONVENTION “SEISMIC SOLUTIONS”

Plan to join the International Concrete Repair Institute (ICRI) in San Francisco, CA— the best opportunity for novice and 
seasoned professionals to expand your understanding of concrete repair, protection and restoration at the convention through 
networking, technical sessions, earning PDH credits, and participating in ICRI Committee meetings. 



CHICAGO CHAPTER ICRI 

February 201812



CHICAGO CHAPTER ICRI 

February 2018 13

The annual World of Concrete Show was held this January 23-26th in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. The World of Concrete is the industry’s only annual 
international event dedicated to the commercial concrete and masonry 
construction industries. The World of Concrete was first held in 1975, but 
has grown in popularity and attendance over the years to become one 
of the most well attended conventions in Las Vegas. Since its inception, 
the World of Concrete has increased its exhibit space almost 4 times over, 
exhibitors almost 20 times over, and attendees almost 40 times over.

The Chicago Chapter of the ICRI was well represented this year as the members in attendance enjoyed the ICRI kickoff party 
followed by the main event which included new technology showcases, demonstrations and education programs by the 
industry’s foremost companies and professionals.

WORLD OF  CONCRETE  2018
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VISIT THE ICRI WEBSITE!

www.icrichicago.org
Chapter Website

www.icri.org
National Website

ICRI  TECHNICAL  GUIDELINES  &  PUBLICATIONS   MEMBER COST

 No. 03730 Guideline for Surface Preparation for the Repair of Deteriorated Concrete Resulting from Reinforcing Steel Corrosion $  16.00

 No. 03731 Guideline for Selecting Application Methods for the Repair of Concrete Surfaces $  16.00

 No. 03732 Guideline for Selecting and Specifying Concrete Surface Preparation for Sealers, Coatings, and Polymers  $  28.00
  Overlays - Guideline Only

 No. 03732P Guideline for Selecting and Specifying Concrete Surface Preparation for Sealers, Coatings, and Polymers   $106.00
  Overlays - Guideline and Concrete Surface Profile Chips

 No. 03733 Guideline for Selecting and Specifying Concrete Repair Materials $  28.00

 No. 03734 Guideline for Verifying Field Performance of Epoxy Injection of Concrete Cracks $  28.00

 No. 03735 Guidelines for Methods of Measurement and Contract Types for Concrete Repair Work $  28.00

 G 03736 Guideline for the Evaluation of Unbonded Post-Tensioned Concrete Structures $  28.00

 G 03737 Guideline for the Preparation of Concrete Surfaces for Repair Using Hydrodemolition Methods $  28.00

 G 03738 Guideline for Selecting Grouts to Control Leakage in Concrete Structures $  28.00

 G 03739 Guideline to Using In-Situ Tensile Pull-Off Tests to Evaluate Bond of Concrete Surface Materials $  28.00

 G 03741 Guideline for Design, Installation, and Maintenance of Protective Polymer Flooring Systems for Concrete $  28.00

 G 03742 Guideline for the Selection of Strengthening Systems for Concrete Structures $  28.00

 G 03743 Guideline for the Repair of Unbonded Post-Tensioned Concrete Structures $  28.00

To Purchase any of the above Bulletins or Guidelines, please contact: Sean Meracle, Chapter Treasurer at 312-666-5245 or sean.m.meracle@sherwin.com

CHICAGO CHAPTER ICRI 

February 201814

Rich Campbell
campbell@advpolytech.com

(773) 791-3305

Kevin Koske
koske@advpolytech.com

(630) 631-1556
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social
media

ICRI CHICAGO CHAPTER 
IS ALSO ON SOCIAL 
BUSINESS MEDIA!

For chapter and industry 
related discussions, connect 

with us on social media.

Suggestions for items to be 
included on social media? 

Contact Tom Lawler!

Are you savvy and want 
to help our

communications committee? 
Contact Chris Kottra!



ICRI Chicago Chapter
Editor: Craig Frier
18496 Meander Drive
Grayslake, IL 60030




